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Other Efforts
Even though we have made progress in decreasing the 
overall food insecurity rate, the amount of people under 25 
living below poverty has been gradually increasing.
Graph of people living below poverty level by age in 
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Background Information
• The People’s Resource Center was founded in 
1975.
• Founded by Dorothy McIntyre, Father Tom 
Peyton, and others.
• Wanted to overcome poverty in the suburbs.
• Started as a small house in Wheaton, IL.
• Shared food with 125 local families in the first 
year.
• One of the largest food pantries in suburbs.
• Helps about 30,000 low income DuPage County 
residents (About PRC).
History
Over the years the People’s Resource Center has 
introduced several programs to help overcome the 
effects of poverty. These programs include:
• 1975 - Wheaton food pantry
• 1985 – DuPage P.A.D.S sheltering program
• 1988 – DuPage Community Health Clinic (now 
independent)
• 1996 – Dental Clinic
• 1997 – Computer access and training program
• 1997 – Literacy classes for GED and citizenship 
tests
• 1997 – Art Program
• 2006 – Jobs program
• 2008 – Second location in Southeast DuPage
• 2015 – Westmont location to better provide 
services to Southeast DuPage (PRC History).
Food Insecurity
• 62,420 people in DuPage County experienced 
food insecurity in 2017.
• This represents only 6.7% of the population of 
DuPage County (Map the Meal Gap).
Graph of people that have experienced food insecurity in 
DuPage County. It is through our services that the 
percentage of people that experience food insecurity is 
decreasing (Food Insecurity Rate).
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